THE SECTS OF THE MIPTAZILAH AN-D THE KADARIYAH

knowledge is his power. And if Allah's knowledge is his
power, abu-al-Hudhail must conclude that all that is known
to him is performed by his power; the Being of Allah, there-
fore, would be something performed by his power, because
it is known by him. This is a form of unbelief, and what
leads to it is like it.

His fifth heresy was his division of the words of Allah
into that which needs an object and that which does not
need an object.1 He claims that the creative word of Allah
to things, " Be," is not uttered to an object. The rest of
his words, however, had a beginning in some corporeal sub-
stance. Yet all his words, according to> abu-al-Hudhail, are
accidents. Furthermore, he claimed that his creative word
to things, " Be," is of the same kind as the word of man,
" Be." He thus differentiated between two- accidents which
were of one kind, the difference [between them] being that
one needs an object, while the other is able to do* without an
object. As to his view of the existence of a decree of Allah
without an object, in this view the Basrah Mu'tazilah share,
adding to it that this word [of Allah] is the same as a de-
cree of ours which needs an object. Consequently, accord-
ing to* him, one of the speakers would be no- better than the
other.2 Abtt-al-Hudhail has no right to assert that the per-
son saying the word is better in what he says than any other,
because he had maintained that, in the other world, Allah
creates the words of the people of paradise and the words
of the people of hell, but he is not the one who speaks their
words. Moreover, his theory of the existence of a word
without an object has led him to< hold it correct to have

1 Mahall is literally space.   In this case it means the place of origin,
therefore author or subject.   Cf. Macdonald, Muslim Theology, Juris-
prudence and Constitutional Theory, under mahal

2 Horten, ibid., p. 265.   This sentence is ambiguous in the Arabic.
Horten translates it very freely.   It probably means that where there
is no subject there can be no difference.